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Woodward Gallery | The Early Works of Keith Haring

Woodward Gallery currently presents works from Keith Haring's early years in New York City. For
those of you unfamiliar with the name, Keith Haring is one of the most respected New York City
street artists of all time. Keith was born May 4, 1958 in Reading, Pennsylvania. Haring was an
artist and social activist whose work responded to the New York City street culture of the
1980s.

The exhibition is a playful body of work that consists of "some unique subway drawings, studio
interiors and other never-before-exhibited works of art will further underscore Haring’s
outstanding contribution, impact and relevance to art today". | would not be able to do this
post any justice so | have included the galleries exhibition catalogue.

During 1978-1980, Haring’s first years in New York, the art scene was moving out of established
art galleries and museums and into nontraditional public spaces. The then-gritty actuality of NY
was more vital than its gallery culture. Haring had adapted a quote from Artist Jean Dubuffet,
“For myself, | aim for an art which would be in immediate connection with daily life which
would start from our daily life and which would be a very direct and very sincere expression of
our real life and moods."



life after midnight

In 1978, Haring enrolled in School of Visual Arts (SVA) and refined his cartoon drawings. In 1979,
he began to participate more in downtown culture, tuning into graffiti writers who spray-
painted their tags or wrote with thick markers on the sides of subway cars or city walls. The
young urban kids were being pulled into the expanding network of alternative art spaces.
Haring additionally became involved with hip-hop culture, break dancers, the downtown clubs
and DJs.



Riding the subway from his uptown apartment to the clubs, Haring noticed black paper hanging
next to advertisements in the cars, awaiting the next ad. He used this opportunity to draw in
chalk on the black paper with all sorts of childlike imagery: barking dogs, babies, unisex
figures, spaceships, TV sets, etc. The outline style of imagery could be appreciated individually
as cartoon cels or together to form a narrative. The subway drawings magnify Haring’s cartoons
into a new Pop Art that at once was urban narrative, science fiction and hieroglyphics. These
subway drawings initiated his first one man shows.

Haring’s work transcends the barrier between graffiti drawings and the world of fine art. His
early chalk art on subway walls and sociopolitical murals were a response to New York street
culture. Woodward Gallery will feature work from Keith Haring’s initial creative output in NYC.




It is amazing what you can learn when you stop and take a minute. The exhibition focused on
Keith's first apartment and studio space at 325 Broome. | have walked by this spot between
Chrystie and Bowery numerous time and never realized the significance. Haring died of AIDS
related complications at the young age of 31.

The show runs until October 30th at Woodward Gallery (133 Eldridge). Woodward is open
Tuesday - Saturday 11:00 am - 6:00 Pm and Sunday 12:00 pm - 5:00 pm.
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